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it were "not to be had by either ; and it remained merely for each to put the other as much in the wrong, according to the rules of diplomatic morality, as possible. But the point upon which it really was broken off was this. James had all along been made to believe that the mar-riage would carry with it the assistance of Spain to recover the Palatinate. But he had believed it on Gondo-mar's word, which he assumed to be as good as his own, and had exacted no formal or explicit engagement. As the time of performance came nearer, while .the preparations for performance showed no advance, he began to doubt, and desired better security. And as soon as the Prince was safe in England again, he sent instructions to Bristol not to proceed further with the ceremonies preceding the marriage, until he had received a promise under the King of Spain's hand to help, " with his arms, if mediation failed," to restore Frederick to his honors and inheritances.1 This made it necessary to postpone the proxy-marriage beyond the time prefixed ; and involved a breach of contract which Philip immediately took advantage of to postpone it indefinitely. I say " took advantage," because if he had not wished to break the marriage treaty off there was nothing whatever to prevent him. from consenting to the delay. But the truth was that he did wish to break it off, and was glad of an opportunity to do it handsomely. Even when he intended and desired the marriage, he never intended to quarrel with the Emperor about the Palatinate ; and yet lie had used language, or allowed language to be used,-which was understood, and meant to be understood, as a promise that he would obtain its restitution. And since he found that there was no chance of converting the Prince, he had not desired the marriage at all; and yet he had pledged himself to conclude it. The postponement of the proxy ceremony at the instance of the other
1 Gardiner, vol. ii., p. 439.ce. Both were glad to be rid of it after they found that the advantages which each had expected from
